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Pastor Ray’s Corner
Consider Paul’s warning to the church in Rome (Romans 13:11-14):

“Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”

On the one hand, we look at this passage, and we remind ourselves that Paul was living at a time when he fully 
expected Jesus to return within his own lifetime, or certainly very very soon.  But then we look at the two thousand 
years that have intervened between Paul’s time and ours, and we realize, as Christians throughout the ages have 
realized, that we need to take the LONG VIEW of Paul’s warning.  Yes, Jesus WILL return, but we’re not quite 
sure when.  We wait in faith, but honestly we may not be quite as prepared as we should be.

On the other hand, when we look at the recent earthquakes in Mexico, and several hurricanes in a row that have 
caused unimaginable devastation, and we hear folks saying “the end is near” – even though we our first reaction is 
to ignore such dire words, there is a part of us that wonders, “Well, maybe they’re right?”

So which is it?  Do we continue taking the long view, or do we throw in our lot with the end-of-the-world folks?  
Are we being blindly stubborn to ignore the natural disasters around us, or is that a sign of wisdom?  Should we 
jump into our bomb shelters now, or is that unnecessary panic?

Either way, it is a tough call.  Faithful people on both sides of this issue can find scriptures that truly support their 
position.  And history as well as current events can be invoked to support both sides as well.  Yet, there is 
something that both sides would agree on.  Whether the end of the world is right around the corner, or centuries (or 
more) away, we are called to be prepared, and to live our lives in a way that pleases God.

Now if the end of the world really is a long way off, then it is tempting to slack off.  But Jesus himself makes 
several warnings about this.  And if the end is really coming very soon, then we would all agree that we need to get 
busy now.  Be prepared – this is God’s timeless requirement, no matter WHEN the end comes.  And what does 
preparation entail?

 Spending time each day with God’s word, spending time in daily prayer, spending time in regular worship 
and fellowship – these are the things that will build us up as followers of Jesus Christ and draw us closer to 
God.

 Availing ourselves of opportunities to study and learn – this demonstrates our desire to know God better.
 Volunteering our time to help others – this reminds us and teaches others that we truly appreciate the grace 

and blessings we have received, and our deep desire to share those blessings with others.
 Living rightly – living a life that puts God first reminds us that our time here on earth is temporary, and it 

prepares us for our eternal life with God in heaven.

So whether the end is near or not so near, let us do what is necessary to prepare ourselves, establishing good habits 
and disciplines now that will last us into eternity.

Peace and Blessings,

Pastor Ray 
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Upcoming St. Paul’s and Wider Church Activities
Worship – Sundays, 8:45am
 Large-print bulletins available
 Busy Bags available in side room for children
 Sunday School for Children – during worship, following Children’s 

Message
 Youth Classes – schedule TBD
 Choir Rehearsal – after worship on Sundays
 Handbell Rehearsal – see Amy Ney for schedule
 October 1 - World Communion; Neighbors in Need Offering
 October 10, 9am - Prayer Chain
 October 10, 7:30pm – Consistory
 October 15, 10am - Homecoming Service
 October 15, 3pm – Combined-church Pastoral Relations meeting, held at 

Salem
 October 18 - Mr. Sticky sale

HOMECOMING 2017 – OCTOBER 15, 10AM
SAVE THE DATE!!!

Inspiring music will be provided by the Saving Grace Band from Mifflinburg.  
Our guest speaker will be the Rev. Jimmie Schwartz.  A meal catered by Traci’s 
Place will be served following the service.  The cost is $12.00 for adults, and $6.00 for children 12 and under.  See 
a Worship Committee member for tickets, and please plan to join us!

Celebration of World Communion Sunday – October 1
On Sunday, October 1, many Christian denominations around the world celebrate communion, as 
a visible sign of our invisible unity in Christ.  At our churches, we will celebrate this global unity 
by reading letters from UCC missionaries, and by serving various native “breads” from different 
cultures, to represent both the diversity and the unity of the one Body of Christ.

Neighbors in Need Special Offering
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering 
of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States.  One-third of 
NIN funds support the Council for American Indian 
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by 
the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to 
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 
and direct service projects.  This offering will be received on October 1. 

Mr. Sticky Fundraiser THIS MONTH!
Wednesday, October 18, 6am-11am, we will have a Mr. 
Sticky fundraiser at the church.  We’ll be counting on you to 
help sell pre-orders for Mr. Sticky sticky buns (and of course, 
buy some yourself!).  So get your appetites and orders ready!  
Pre-Order forms are available at church.  Please see Pastor 

Ray for more information, or to volunteer.  Deadline for pre-orders is October 8.

Acolyte Assignments:
Oct 1 Chase Coleman
Oct 8 Jimmy Dietrich
Oct 15 Karson Ellinger
Oct 22 Makayla Gilbert
Oct 29 Rylee Coleman
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All-Ages Hayride in Carsonville
October 28th will be the annual Hayride in Carsonville at Crum's Pavilion (members of 
Salem UCC).  Hot dogs and sausage and other food items will be provided as well as hot 
and cold drinks.  We will eat around 6pm, with the hayride following shortly after.  If you 
would like to come but do not have a ride, we will try to find a ride for you.  Come and 
enjoy the fun.  Dress warmly.  All are welcome.

Directions from the Square (Koppy’s) in Elizabethville;
Take 225 south to Mountain House Road on left.  Go to stop sign, turn left.  Go to next stop 
sign at Powell’s Valley Road, turn left.  Go 2 miles to Carsonville.  Turn left at Hotel.  Go 
two tenths of a mile to Hemlock Road.  Turn left.  At next stop sign turn left.  Follow to Crum’s pavilion on the 
left.   JOIN US FOR FUN, FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP.

Please let Pastor Ray know by October 22 if you are interested in going or need a ride.

Ten Days for Peace Service
The Northern Cluster of Churches, as part of the partnership between the Penn Central Conference and the UEK 
Churches in Germany, hosts an annual worship service dedicated to peacemaking.  This year’s service will be held 
on Sunday, November 5, 6pm, at Peace UCC, Berrysburg.  The Rev. Nora Foust, Penn Central Conference’s 
Associate Minister for Congregational and Ministerial Excellence, will be the guest speaker.

Fire Drill at St. Paul’s This Month
The United Church of Christ encourages all churches to be prepared to handle disasters.  As 
part of disaster preparedness at St. Paul’s, we will hold a fire drill on a Sunday morning in 
October.  This will enable us to be better prepared in the event of a real disaster.  When the 
drill is announced sometime toward the end of worship, please:
 Do NOT panic
 Do NOT go to your car
 DO notice who is sitting next to you, so that you will know afterwards if they arrived at the gathering spot
 DO exit the building in a quiet and orderly manner
 DO assist anyone with limited mobility
 DO gather on the grass at the far end of the church parking lot
 DO wait there until we have verified if everyone got out safely

To make this drill successful, we are also asking one person to be responsible for checking the office upstairs; 
another person should make a sweep through the entire basement, including the rest rooms, hall/classroom area, 
and kitchen; this will ensure that no-one has been overlooked.

One important note: please be aware of people sitting near you in church who may have hearing or mobility 
difficulties.  For a fire drill as well as in the event of a real fire, we need to make sure that EVERYONE knows 
what is happening, and is gotten out of the building QUICKLY.  Thanks.

Annual Congregational Meeting – December 3
This year’s annual congregational meeting will be held on December 4, following worship.  To accommodate this 
new format, and to improve communication within the church, we are asking EVERY COMMITTEE TO 
SUBMIT A REPORT to the Consistory, no later than November 12.  This will enable us to create a booklet-type 
report that captures all the activities and projects of our church family.  FYI, our Nominating Committee, 
comprised of outgoing Consistory members Kate Fertig, Kyle Matter, and Russ Ney will be contacting folks to 
encourage them to serve on Consistory.
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Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup – Thank You!
Many thanks to the crews that helped with our final 2017 cleanup.  Now we can rest until next spring!

Combined-Church Dine-Out Night – Recap
Almost 25 people from our two churches gathered at the Red Lion in Pine Grove on September 16 for a combined-
church dine-out night.  The food was great, the company was excellent, and the stories were most interesting….

Harvest Home Service – Update
Many thanks for all the contributions for this year’s Harvest Home Service.  
We received 152 items this year, which will greatly help St. John’s 
Emergency Food Closet.  Thanks!

2017-2018 Confirmation Class
Our 2017-2018 Confirmation class has begun, including young people from 
both of our churches.  Here at St. Paul’s, Chase Coleman and Cole Ney 
were dedicated for this program during worship on September 24.  Please keep them in prayer as they begin a 
deeper exploration of their faith.

Our Sunday School Cares!
Recently, Pastor Ray shared that a longtime friend of his, Marie 
Adams, had been diagnosed with very extensive cancer, and he 
invited our congregation to send cards.  In addition to several adults 
who sent her cards, on September 24, even our Sunday School 
students made cards to send to Marie.  Thank you all so much!

Aging Joyfully Program
Many thanks to Deb Stehr for inviting Debbie Herb from 
Diakon Community Services, Pottsville,  to come and speak 
about "Aging Joyfully."  On August 29, 15 older and not-
quite-so-old church members and friends gathered to learn 
some of the positive things about getting older.  (Hey, aging is not so bad!  And it IS inevitable.)

Handbells at the Hymnsing!
St. Paul's is one of six churches above Peter's Mountain that together form 
the Northern Cluster of the Harrisburg Association.  At this year's annual 
hymnsing, held at St. Peter's UCC in Lykens, on August 27, St. Paul's 
Joyful Sound handbell choir shared their ringing talents.  Thanks, 
everyone!

Special Music
Many thanks to Dan Dietrich, Jr. for sharing his musical talents (accompanied by 
his very own sister Amy!) during worship on September 10.  Great music, Dan!
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Reminder: Food Collection Program!
There is a collection container in the side room for donations of non-perishable food 
items and paper products.  These items are given to St. John’s UMC Emergency Food 
Closet, Hegins.  For the past thirty plus years,  St. John’s has been helping  families in 
the Tri-Valley area with emergency food needs.  Monetary donations will also be 
accepted in the form of a check made out to St. John’s Emergency Food Closet.  
Shopping list:  pasta/noodles, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly, canned soups, 
paper towels, napkins, pancake mix, anything non-perishable.  For more information, 
or if you are in need of emergency food, please call the St. John’s Food Closet at 570-

682-9036 or 570-682-9187.  Since we began our year-round collection in September 2013, we have collected 2487 
items.  MONETARY DONATIONS to the Food Closet are also needed. 

Donations for Upper Dauphin Human Services
We have an ongoing collection for the Upper Dauphin Human 
Services Clothing Closet (517 Main Street, Lykens): gently-
worn/nearly new clothing for babies, children, and teen-agers.  Please 
leave your donations in the collection box at church. 

Wheelchair Available at Church
St. Paul’s has a wheelchair located in the side room at church.  This is available for use during 
worship, as well as short-term loan, e.g. if someone needs a wheelchair at home while healing from 
surgery, to get to doctor appointments, etc.  You are welcome to borrow the wheelchair – but please 
use the sign-out sheet (on a clipboard), so we can keep track of it.  Thanks.

Stewardship Dinner – Saturday, November 11, 4:30-6:30pm
This will be an Italian Night – All You Can Eat Supper!  The menu includes: Homemade 
Stuffed Shells, Lasagna, Spaghetti, Salad, Italian Bread, and Homemade Desserts.  Take out 
is Available.  Come Join Us for Great Food & Fellowship!
Adults - $10.00; Children Ages 5-12 - $5.00; Children Ages 4 & Under – Free.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!  BUT PLEASE NOTE – WE CAN ONLY DO THIS IFF 
WE HAVE ENOUGH VOLUNTEERS!

Local Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.) Meetings
 Millersburg: Trinity United Church of Christ, 235 Center Street, Millersburg, 7pm on 

Tuesday evenings: go around back of the church - through double-glass doors, down the 
steps to pastor’s study

 Lykens: Our Lady of Help Catholic Church, 732 Main Street, Lykens, 7pm on Thursday and 
Sunday evenings: go up the outside set of black metal steps (like a fire escape) to second 
floor.  For more information about A.A., contact Tom Moulfair 717-648-3656.

Memorial Fund Treasurer Position Filled!
Many thanks to Pat Miller for volunteering to serve as our new Memorial Fund Treasurer.  Thanks, Pat!
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Total Church Income for August was $3,171.00.  Expenses for August were $5,959.94. Average attendance 
for August was 28. Average envelope-giving for August was $691.00.
Average attendance for September was 27. Average envelope-giving for September was $858.00.

St. Paul’s UCC Income & Expense – August 2017
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If you love your kids, bring them to church.  
If you love your church, bring your kids.

Young People’s Page
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THOSE WHO SERVE IN OCTOBER
Altar Committee:          Leslie Mayer                                Ushers:      Bill Deibert & Brendan Stehr                   
Newsletter Sponsor:   Bruce Koppenhaver                  Greeters:   Eric Gilbert & Family
Financial Assistants:   Brendan Stehr
A clipboard with sign-up sheets is located on the table in the side room.  Please volunteer your time to be a greeter, usher, financial 
assistant, altar committee or a newsletter sponsor.  Your help is greatly appreciated every week. There are a lot of empty spaces.

Cindy Maurer All the churches in our area *Hurricane victims Brett Stehr
*Ferne Dietrich Victims of mass-shootings Brooke Ellinger Marie Adams
Upper Cheyenne UCC Migrants and Refugees *Bill (motorcyclist) Florence Woll
Gail Hamilton Military, Police, First Responders Edna Reed Margie Ludwig
Mike Wolfgang Jennifer Miller (thanksgiving) The people of the Middle East Robert Jones
Ed Lucas Racial & justice issues in the U.S. All caregivers Cancer patients
Alzheimer’s patients

* Indicates a new addition.  Names will be on the list for one month.  If you wish to continue to have a name on the 
prayer list please contact Ruth Koppenhaver at 570-682-3617 or to add someone to the prayer list.    Please 
remember to notify Pastor Ray if someone is ill or needs a pastoral visit.

             10/01/17  *****Open Date****             
                10/08/17 In memory of Ken & Kim Heller, presented by Jamie & Deb Stehr                 

  10/15/17 Presented by Diane & Mark Dietrich (Homecoming)     
10/22/17     *****Open Date*****                                                                                                                                                    
10/29/17     *****Open Date*****                                                                                                                                         

  The flower chart for 2017 is in the side room.  Please help make our altar beautiful each Sunday.  
Flowers can be given in honor of someone’s birthday, anniversary or in memory of a loved one.

(Fresh flowers may be ordered from: Dee's Flowers, 22 East Main Street, Tremont 570-695-2269.)
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS ON OUR 
FLOWER CHART, POSTED IN THE SIDE ROOM.

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS ON OUR 
FLOWER CHART, POSTED IN THE SIDE ROOM.

If anyone asks you why you do kind acts, tell 
them, “I am a disciple of Jesus.  I am serving 
him by serving you, because that is what he 

came to do.”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

10/02 Brenda Long 10/05 Logan Roadcap  10/07   Adam Deibert
10/09 Bonnie Deibert 10/14 Farren Miller  10/19   Cortney Koppenhaver
10/21 Amy Wolfgang 10/26 Rebecca Heim  10/26   Richard Heisler

10/29 Kevin Fertig

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

10/09 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wolfgang                   10/09 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Smith, Jr                                            
10/14 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brandenberger 10/16 Mr. & Mrs. Kim Harner                                               

10/22 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Long

 
 

Red Prayer Bowl at St. Paul’s
Remember that you can always place your written prayer requests 
in our red prayer bowl, located in the side room.  Our Prayer 
Chain meets monthly to review and pray over all requests.  And if 
YOU feel called to join this prayer ministry – perhaps you have 

the spiritual gift of intercessory prayer – then please let Ruth Koppenhaver 
or Pastor Ray know, and we will be sure to include you at the monthly 
prayer gatherings.  Note: when the group meets and prays over requests, they are added to our newsletter’s prayer 
list, and are removed from the prayer bowl.  Any Military Personnel to Pray For?  Do you have family or friends 
serving in the military?  Our Prayer Chain members want to keep them in prayer – please let us know. 

BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES – the deadline for information for the church bulletin is TUESDAY and the 
deadline for the newsletter is the 20th OF THE MONTH.  You can contact Pat Miller at 570-682-3720 with your 
information.

Staying in Touch With Our Shut-Ins
Some of our older sisters and brothers in Christ are homebound, or now reside in assisted living or     
convalescent homes.  But we can STILL be in touch with them, and they would LOVE to hear from us.  
A list of our shut-ins is posted in the side room at church, including names and addresses.  Please 
Check it out, and send out some cards. You will be bringing warmth and hope to some old friends.

And if you know someone we should add to the list, please let us know.

Pastor Ray’s regular daytime work schedule at the library:
Mondays: 12:45-8:15pm Thursdays: 4:15-8:15pm
Fridays: 9:45am-5:15pm      And some Saturdays: 9:45am-2:15pm 

National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline:
1-800-273-TALK 
(1-800-273-8255) 
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST          
2300 EAST MAIN STREET           
SACRAMENTO, PENNSYLVANIA  17968          
                                                                                                                                  

          
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                                              

OCTOBER  2017  NEWSLETTER

PASTOR                                                                                                     
Pastor Ray Holland  570-452-0050
Email:   rayholland03@gmail.com  or
stpaulsucc.sacramento@gmail.com

ORGANIST/PIANIST
  Amy Ney

CHURCH SECRETARY
Pat Miller

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE
Sandy Deibert

WORSHIP SERVICE & SUNDAY SCHOOL
   Sundays, 8:45am
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