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Pastor Ray’s Corner
Good Friday (April 15, 2022): “Truly, this was the Son of God!”

Easter Sunday (April 17, 2022): “He is not here.  He is risen!”
Ascension Thursday (May 26, 2022): Huh?  What’s that???

Once again, our readings, hymns, and services have led us into and through the valley of Lent 
and Holy Week.  We have waved the palm branches, then witnessed the mob turn against our 
Lord, then beheld our Savior on the cross, dying for our sins.  And we have shared in the 
amazement and excitement of seeing him again – alive, never to die again!  But now what?

We know that Jesus spent forty days with his disciples after his resurrection, further teaching 
them, reconciling them to himself (Peter, Thomas), even cooking and eating fish with them!  
But then on Ascension Thursday, he gathers them together.  He proclaims that the Father has 
given him all authority on heaven and on earth, he commissions them to preach the Gospel and 
baptize people of all nations.  And then we read, “He led them out as far as Bethany, where he 
lifted his hands and blessed them.  As he blessed them, he left them and was taken up to 
heaven” (Luke 24:51-51).

Is that all there is?  Jesus goes back to heaven, and we all stay here?  End of story?  

No, there is much MORE to the story.  The Apostles’ Creed tells us plainly, “He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”  When Jesus left his 
disciples that day, he assumed his seat of authority in heaven.  And he hasn’t been twiddling his 
thumbs ever since, just waiting for the End of the Age and his Second Coming.  No, we are 
told, “Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, since he 
always lives to intercede for them” (Hebrews 7:25).  We are also told that he hears our prayers 
in heaven: “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us” (1 John 5:14).

Friends, the Ascension of Jesus is the culmination of his work here on earth, for from there, he 
can minister to each of us through his Spirit, no matter where we are or what our needs are.  
This year, remember his ascension, and celebrate the good work he did and still does for us!  
(And see the listing of Ascension Day services in this newsletter.)

Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Ray

Worship Time Change in JUNE
Effective June 5, our worship time will change to 10:30am. 
This later time will continue through the end of May 2023. 
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Upcoming St. Paul’s and Wider Church Activities
Worship – Sundays, 8:45am
Large-print bulletins available
Busy Bags available in side room for children
Sunday School for Children – during worship
Youth Classes – schedule TBD
Choir Rehearsal – after worship on Sundays
Handbell Rehearsal – see Amy Ney for schedule
May 1 – Communion
May 1, 2:30pm – Bible Study
May 7, 9:30-11:30am – Harrisburg Association Spring meeting
May 7, 3:30-5:30pm – Italian Night (curbside only)
May 8 - Mother’s Day
May 9, 10am - Prayer Chain
May 10, 7pm – Consistory
May 15, 2pm – CROP Walk – starts at Trinity Lutheran Church, Valley View
May 22 – Young People’s Service; Sunday School Teacher Recognition; Graduate Recognition
May 22, 2:30pm – Bible Study
May 22, 6:30pm – Pizza & a Movie @ Salem UCC: The Shack
May 23, 7pm – Tri-Valley Ministerium Baccalaureate service, held at Trinity Lutheran Church
May 24, 7pm – Northern Cluster meeting @ St. Paul’s
May 26, 7pm – Tri-Valley Ministerium Ascension Day Service, Christ E&R Church, Leck Kill
May 26, 7pm – Northern Cluster Ascension Day Service, St. Peter’s UCC (Crossroads)

Our Young People Will Lead Worship on May 22
Our Sunday School students, along with our Confirmands, will lead our worship service 
on Sunday, May 22.  Please join us for this special service.

Harrisburg Association Spring Meeting – at St. Paul’s!
This year, our church will be hosting our association’s annual spring meeting.  This will be held on Saturday, 
May 7, 9:30-11:30am, and will include light breakfast refreshments.  Emily and Sarah Degnitz will be St. Paul’s 
official voting delegates, but all are welcome to attend and learn more about our association and its churches.

Italian Night – Saturday, May 7, 3:30-5:30pm
This will be curbside pickup only. The meal includes: Stuffed Shells, Lasagna, Spaghetti, 
Salad, Italian Bread, and Homemade Desserts. Cost: $10.00.  We look forward to seeing 
you there! (Proceeds will benefit Chase Coleman and his family for ongoing medical 
expenses.)  WE WILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP. LOOK FOR SIGN-UP 
SHEETS IN THE SIDE ROOM AT CHURCH.

Acolyte Schedule:
May 1 – 
May 8 – Bryce Fetterolf
May 15 – Emma Brandenberger
May 22 – Grant Gilbert
May 29 – Karson Ellinger
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Teacher Thank-You’s – May 22
We will recognize our Sunday School teachers in worship and in our online worship video on 
Sunday, May 22.

Recognizing Our Graduates
Please join us on Sunday, May 22, as we recognize our graduates during worship.
 Naomi Cox, daughter of Rebecca and Mark Cox, graduates from Sebring High School 

with an International Baccalaureate Diploma.  She has also earned the Florida Bright 
Futures Academic Scholar designation.  While in school, she was a member of the National 
Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta, and completed 100+ hours of volunteer service for her school and 
community.  Naomi will be attending Florida Gulf Coast University, where she will be studying Forensic 
Science.  

 Jacey Roth, daughter of Brooke & Joe Ellinger, graduates from James Madison University in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, with a B.B.A. in Marketing/Concentration in Digital Marketing, and a minor in Human Resource 
Development.  While at school, Jacey has been a member of the American Marketing Association; the 
Society of Real Estate; and Zeta Tau Alpha Fraternity, where she held the positions of Vice President, and 
Recruitment Chair.  Her future plans include starting full-time work as a Demand Generation Specialist at 
Imagine Business Development in June.

 Alexa Wolfgang, daughter of Michael & Amy Wolfgang, earns her Bachelor's of Health Science, with a 
minor in Psychology, from Misericordia University.  While at school, Alexa has been a member of the 
Misericordia Occupational Therapy Association, Operation Smile, Students Today Alumni Forever, and the 
Misericordia Community Choir.  Her future plans include continuing education to receive her Master’s 
Degree in Occupational Therapy at Misericordia in the spring of 
2023, and then pursue a career in outpatient therapy.

Confirmation Sunday – April 17, 2022
During our Easter Sunday service on April 17, we confirmed Karson 
Ellinger and Makayla Gilbert as members of St. Paul’s UCC.  Please 
congratulate them, and support them as they seek to live out their new 
promises to God. 

Pizza & a Movie @ Salem UCC: The Shack, May 22, 6:30pm
Join us on Sunday, May 22, 6:30pm, for pizza and a movie!  We will gather at 6:30pm in 
the social room upstairs for pizza, then move to the sanctuary to enjoy The Shack.
“After suffering a family tragedy, Mack Phillips spirals into a deep depression that causes 
him to question his innermost beliefs. Facing a crisis of faith, he receives a mysterious letter 
the he suspects is from God, urging him to an abandoned shack in the Oregon wilderness. 
Despite his doubts, Mack journeys to the shack and encounters an enigmatic trio of 
strangers led by a woman named Papa. Through this meeting, Mack finds important truths 
that will transform his understanding of his tragedy and change his life forever.”  Please use 

the sign-up sheet at church.
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Ascension Day Services in Our Area
This year, May 26 is Ascension Day on the church calendar.  This holy day is often 
forgotten, yet it is the day we remember the risen Jesus leaving his disciples, returning to 
heaven, and receiving full authority from the Father – a cosmic coronation ceremony!  
And this year, there are two services being offered in our area.  The Tri-Valley 
Ministerium will host a service at Christ E&R Church in Leck Kill at 7pm; and the 
Northern Cluster of UCC Churches will host a service at St. Peter’s UCC (Crossroads).  
Please make time to celebrate the ascension of our Lord. 

Combined-Church Worship Service at Lake Tobias – June 5, 10:30am
Join us for a special outdoor service (under a pavilion, so rain-or-shine) at Lake Tobias 
in Halifax.  We’ll gather for worship with communion at 10:30am, then enjoy lunch 

together (pack a lunch for yourself, or you can get something at the concession stand).  After that, we’ll go on 
our own to enjoy the amazing variety of God’s creatures in the different exhibits, or via the bus rides.  This will 
be a great day of fellowship, fun, and enjoying God’s handiwork.

Share a God-Wink Experience?
Have you ever had the Lord or the Holy Spirit in some way touch you with so much power that you wanted to 
share with the world the glorious way you felt at the time?  Have you ever had an experience so astonishing 
where you thought to yourself, “What are the odds of that?”  Did you brush it off and call it a coincidence, or 
did you consider what happened to you a divine intervention where God was giving you a ‘wink,’ letting you 
know you have a purpose and inherent worth to Him?  A famous author described these events and experiences 
as God-winks, and that’s what we would like to call them, too.
Would you like to share your God-wink experience with our church family and let your experience serve as 
uplifting inspiration, hope, encouragement, and a reminder that God is always with us – we’re never alone?   
We would love to hear your story during Sunday services.  Contact Pastor Ray and tell him you want to share 
your God-wink story.

Ongoing Help Needed for Chase Coleman
Please keep Chase and his family in your prayers: for Chase, for healing, patience, and strength; and for his 
family, for strength and comfort.  In addition to prayers, there are two ways we can assist the family with the 
many expenses they will incur:
1. You can donate online to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/care-for-chase/donate
2. You can mail or drop off a donation at the Gratz Bank (mention that it is for Chase's fund): Gratz Bank, c/o 
Chase Coleman Medical Expenses, 1625 West Main Street, P.O. Box 816, Valley View, PA  17983
Cards can be sent to: Chase Coleman, 614 Valley Road, Hegins, PA 17938
Thank you for any and all the ways you can provide support for Chase and his family.

Church Policy Regarding Photos Etc.
The church and/or its representatives may take photographs and make video recordings during programs. Please 
advise the church immediately, in writing, if you do not wish to appear in any church publications.

Donations for Upper Dauphin Human Services
We have an ongoing collection for the Upper Dauphin Human Services Clothing Closet (727 
Main Street, Lykens): gently-worn/nearly new clothing for babies, children, and teen-agers.  
Please leave your donations in the collection box at church. 
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Easter Egg Hunt 2022
Many thanks to Ann Strohecker and several adults for setting up this year’s Easter Egg hunt, which the 

young people enjoyed after church on Palm Sunday.
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Northern Cluster Pig Roast and Concert – June 26
On Sunday, June 26, beginning at 5pm, the Northern 
Cluster of UCC Churches will host a free pig-roast and 
concert at MYO Park in Millersburg.  Mercy Run, a 
traditional country style gospel music group from 
Central PA, will provide the music.  Bring a covered-
dish to share, and a lawn chair. A free-will offering will 
be received. All are welcome – come join us for great 

food, music, and fellowship!

Pretzels at St. Paul’s – Yummy!
Many thanks to Jonnie & Kyle Matter, Ann Strohecker, Lynn Thomas, and everyone who helped make 
wonderful Lenten pretzels for the church on March 27.  (We even had extra to share with Salem, and they 
enjoyed them, too!)

Dedication of New 
Candles at Church

During worship on March 27, we 
dedicated new altar candles, and a new 
Advent wreath and candles.  These new 

candles are oil-filled, making them much 
easier to maintain, and easier for acolytes 
to light.  These items were given by the 

family of Charlie Smith, Jr. in his memory.  
Many thanks to the family for their 

generosity! 
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Mr. Sticky Thank-You’s
Many thanks to our volunteer crew!  Between pre-orders and walk-ins, we sold 1091 sticky buns on April 19, 
for a profit of $1624.25.  All proceeds will benefit Chase Coleman and his family with ongoing medical 
expenses.  (Not shown in photos – Amy Ney, Pastor Ray.)

Good News Day Camp - Child Evangelism Fellowship will be offering a full-day day-camp at Valley View Park 
the week of July 1-15, 9:30am-3pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity for young people, entering grades 1-7, to learn more 
about Jesus.  
The registration cost is $35, which St. Paul’s will pay for any interested child.  Please let Pastor Ray know if your 
children/grandchildren are interested in attending, and return your registration form to Pastor Ray by June 19.
For more information about the program, call the CEF office at 570-544-8042.

Scholarships are available!  Just ask 
Pastor Ray or any Consistory member.
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CROP Walk in May
The Tri-Valley Ministerium will sponsor a CROP Walk on 
Sunday, May 15, starting at 2pm.  The fundraiser walk will start at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, proceed down Walnut Street to the end, 
then return to the church.  Water will be provided for walkers.  If 
you are interested in walking, or sponsoring a walker, please see 
Angie Brandenberger to sign up or sponsor a walker.
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Treasurer’s Report – March 2022
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Northern Cluster Lenten Concert – Recap
Several folks enjoyed a very inspiring service and concert on March 27, held 
at Salem UCC.  Jeremy Goodling provided wonderful music for the program.  
Thanks to all who attended.

Vacation Bible School 2022
The VBS planning group (Salem UCC and Trinity UMC in Elizabethville) 
will meet in early May to plan this year’s VBS program, so stay tuned!

Wheelchair Available at Church
St. Paul’s has a wheelchair located in the side room at church.  This is available for use during 
worship, as well as short-term loan, e.g. if someone needs a wheelchair at home while healing 
from surgery, to get to doctor appointments, etc.  You are welcome to borrow the wheelchair – 
but please use the sign-out sheet (on a clipboard), so we can keep track of it.  Thanks.

Stay in Touch with the UCC
Want to hear news from around the 
Conference and around the UCC?  It’s free!  
Just subscribe for the Conference’s weekly 
e-news at: 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001mgE3FntyvyeB1nJ1smg2-
3qaGX46QchAfIhUZ9aIWgz3lh3zcesT63IbXAQDaIYJLxmOWq0l4L-rdl4gWsNz3cJL4ks2u3I3

Food Collection Program
We have a collection box in the side room for donations of non-perishable food items 
and paper products.  These items are given to St. John’s UMC Emergency Food 
Closet, Hegins.  For the past thirty plus years, St. John’s has been helping  families in 
the Tri-Valley area with emergency food needs.  Monetary donations will also be 
accepted in the form of a check made out to St. John’s Emergency Food Closet.  
Shopping list: pasta/noodles, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly, canned soups, 
paper towels, napkins, pancake mix, anything non-perishable.  For more 

information, or if you are in need of emergency food, please call the St. John’s Food Closet at 570-682-9119 
(Sharol Snyder).  Since we began our year-round collection in September 2013, we have collected  4456 items.  
MONETARY DONATIONS are also appreciated.

Current COVID-19 Guidelines for In-Church Services
Due to changes in mask policy from both the CDC and PA DOH, we are no longer requiring masks, but we still 
encourage those who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask for their own safety, at the same time 
respecting each individual's decision.  Everyone is still welcome to wear a mask, if they feel safer doing so.

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001mgE3FntyvyeB1nJ1smg2-3qaGX46QchAfIhUZ9aIWgz3lh3zcesT63IbXAQDaIYJLxmOWq0l4L-rdl4gWsNz3cJL4ks2u3I3
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001mgE3FntyvyeB1nJ1smg2-3qaGX46QchAfIhUZ9aIWgz3lh3zcesT63IbXAQDaIYJLxmOWq0l4L-rdl4gWsNz3cJL4ks2u3I3
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Young People’s Page

   

If you love your kids, please bring them to church.  
If you love your church, please bring your kids.
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THOSE WHO SERVE IN MAY
Altar: Linda Mayer  Lay Reader: Amy Ney
Newsletter Sponsor: Randy & Leslie Mayer Greeters:  n/a  
Financial Assistants:  n/a        Ushers:   n/a
A clipboard with sign-up sheets is located on the table in the side room.  Please volunteer your time to be a greeter, usher, financial 
assistant, altar committee or a newsletter sponsor.  Your help is greatly appreciated every week. There are a lot of empty spaces.

PRAY FOR EVERYONE HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD 
BEING AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS

Alzheimer’s patients All the churches in our area Margaret Wenrich Lee Kiefer
Victims of abuse Victims of mass-murders & their perpetrators Our nation
Upper Cheyenne UCC Migrants and Refugees June Miller Carolyn Sargent
Ann Fay & Kevin Brady Military, Police, First Responders Cancer patients All caregivers 
Mike Wolfgang Victims of fires/floods/storms Chase Coleman & family Adam Patino
Rev. Jimmie Schwartz Racial & justice issues in the U.S. The people of the Middle East Rev. Curtis Zemencik
Stephanie Lyons American farmers & their families All teachers, students, & staff Judy Shade
All who are affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic Sandy Deibert & Family World Peace
Gil Matter *Larry Miller *Wilma Klinger The people of Ukraine
*Joan Loveland

* Indicates a new addition.  Names will be on the list for one month.  If you wish to continue to have a name on 
the prayer list, please contact Ruth Koppenhaver at 570-682-3617 or to add someone to the prayer list.  Please 
remember to notify Pastor Ray if someone is ill or needs a pastoral visit.

05/01/22 Open 
05/08/22 Open
05/15/22 Open
05/22/22 Open
05/29/22 Open

The flower chart for 2021 is in the side room.  Please help make our altar beautiful each Sunday.  Flowers can 
be given in honor of someone’s birthday, anniversary or in memory of a loved one.

(Fresh flowers may be ordered from: Dee's Flowers, 22 East Main Street, Tremont 570-695-2269; or
Flowers & Friends, Ridge Road, Pitman 570-847-5353.)

If anyone asks you why you do kind acts, tell them, “I am a disciple of Jesus.  I am 
serving him by serving you, because that is what he came to do.”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY   

5/2 Colton Boud  5/4       Alex Cox   5/4 Naomi Cox  
5/7 Tina Capik            5/11  Quinn Koppenhaver     5/20     Bill Fishel
5/22  Maura Pearl Boud       5/24 Becky Deibert             5/24 Trevor Heisler
5/26  Larry Klinger  5/26  Raquel Koppenhaver 5/26  Lori Klinger 
5/28 BreAnn Sulouff 5/29  Darryl Miller 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

5/8  Mr. & Mrs. Brendan Stehr 5/11 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Mayer
5/11   Mr. & Mrs. Tim Klinger

  

Red Prayer Bowl at St. Paul’s
Remember that you can always place your written prayer requests 
in our red prayer bowl, located in the side room.  Our Prayer 
Chain meets monthly to review and pray over all requests.  And if 
YOU feel called to join this prayer ministry – perhaps you have 

the spiritual gift of intercessory prayer – then please let Ruth Koppenhaver 
or Pastor Ray know, and we will be sure to include you at the monthly 
prayer gatherings.  Note: when the group meets and prays over requests, they are added to our newsletter’s 
prayer list, and are removed from the prayer bowl.  Any Military Personnel to pray for?  Do you have family 
or friends serving in the military?  Our Prayer Chain members want to keep them in prayer – please let us 
know. 

BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES – the deadline for information for the church bulletin is TUESDAY and 
the deadline for the newsletter is the 20th OF THE MONTH.  You can contact Angie Brandenberger at 570-590-8277 
with your information.

Staying in Touch with Our Shut-Ins
Some of our older sisters and brothers in Christ are homebound, or now reside in assisted living or     
convalescent homes.  But we can STILL be in touch with them, and they would LOVE to hear from us.  
A list of our shut-ins is posted in the side room at church, including names and addresses.  Please 
Check it out, and send out some cards. You will be bringing warmth and hope to some old friends.

And if you know someone we should add to the list, please let us know.

National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline:
1-800-273-TALK 
(1-800-273-8255) 
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