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Pastor Ray’s Corner 
The other day (mid-February) it was 66 degrees out – an absolutely gorgeous 

day outside!  A few days later, we have wintery gusts again (no snow, or at 

least not yet.)  This back and forth with the weather gets so confusing – 

tempting one moment, cautioning the next. 

 

In a way, this weather reminds me of where we are in the church calendar 

right now.  We entered the Season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  Lent is a time of 

serious reflection and prayer, a time for humbling ourselves before God, admitting our faults, 

and committing extra hard to correcting things.  Lent is also a time for “giving up” things.  (I 

will volunteer to give up liver – just give me the onions!)   

 

I would suggest that Lent is a time for “giving up” our pride and false self-images, a time for 

admitting to God who we really are (God already knows anyhow).  And just as we should “give 

up” the temptation to go outside with just a light jacket on at this time of year, so too we should 

“give up” the temptation to jump past Lent and go straight to Easter.  It’s simply NOT spring 

yet, and Jesus isn’t risen yet. 

 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ deliberately turned his traveling ministry toward Jerusalem 

when he knew his time was near.  He may have been tempted to run away and hide, maybe 

catch a boat to some other part of the Roman Empire.  But he didn’t.  He headed INTO trouble, 

knowing full well what would eventually happen to him.  He walked toward “the city that kills 

the prophets and stones God's messengers” (Matthew 23:37).  He resisted temptation and 

accepted the suffering because he knew that the outcome – the offer of salvation and grace for 

every human being – would be infinitely worth it. 

 

For us, it is very tempting to bypass the story of Jesus’ passion.  Just as we leap at the hope of 

an early spring, we also want to “leap” straight to Easter Sunday, with all the flowers and 

wonderful music and happy-ending stories.  But if Jesus didn’t fast-forward through it all, then 

neither should we.  We should prayerfully “walk” with Jesus THROUGH all this, so that we 

can appreciate his determination, his commitment, and his love that would sacrifice life itself 

for our sake. 

 

Now go ahead and buy the Easter decorations and candies, have fun 

with Easter egg hunts, and plan splendid Easter Sunday meals.  But 

please resist the temptation to skip over everything that comes 

BEFORE the Day of Resurrection.  WALK with Jesus this Lent, so 

that you will better appreciate RISING with him on April 9. 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

 

Pastor Ray 
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Safety & Security Update at St. Paul’s UCC 
As you know, we recently had an incident where a person from the community slept in the sanctuary for a few 

days during a very cold week.  We only discovered this after they had left.  Thankfully, the person is back in 

their own house now, and their landlord has paid for oil for them.  Then a few weeks later, we discovered that 

someone had come into the church and turned all the lights on, including the front porch light.  Since a church 

member would have turned the lights out on their way out, we determined that this was another occasion where 

someone (from the community?) came into the church. 
 

As much as we want to show compassion to others, our church building is not set up, nor is it zoned or insured 

as such, to handle people staying in the church. 
 

And from a security standpoint, we need to know that when we go into the church during the week, we won't be 

surprised by a stranger in the building.  Consider the many things that happen during the week - printing 

bulletins, setting up the altar, preparing for a meeting, rehearsing music, repairing something, cleaning the 

church plus the many other behind-the-scenes things that church members and our custodian do each week.  For 

all these things, we need to ensure that all church members will be safe as they give their time to the church's 

needs. 
 

Given the recent incidents, and the concerns for safety, the Consistory has decided to begin locking the church 

on a permanent basis.  As we did during Covid, we have placed a lock-box outside the side door, containing a 

key to open the outside door.  The code for the lock-box is the same as it was during Covid (ask me or a 

Consistory member if you don't remember it).  This code will also be shared with the few vendors who make 

deliveries to the church.  Please remember - if you take the key out to open the door, please put the key back in 

the lock box, close the little door, and scramble the numbers. 
 

What is new is that there is now a second lock-box INSIDE the church.  It is located in the side room, near the 

coat rack.  This lock-box contains a key for the office and the carillon/choir room.  (Consistory decided that the 

upstairs bathroom can now remain unlocked, since the building itself will be secured.)  The code for this inside 

lock-box is different from the other one.  We are doing our best to make sure that everyone who needs access to 

those inner rooms has the code for this inside lock-box.  And again, please remember - if you take the key out to 

open one of the inside doors, please put the key back in the lock box, close the little door, and scramble the 

numbers. 
 

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause, but today's world has become more dangerous, and it is important 

to keep our church members safe. 
 

Thank you for understanding. 
 

Upcoming St. Paul’s and Wider Church Activities 
Worship – Sundays, 10:30am 

Large-print bulletins available 

Busy Bags available in side room for children 

Sunday School for Children – during worship 

Youth Classes – schedule TBD 

Choir Rehearsal – on break for the summer 

Handbell Rehearsal – see Amy Ney for schedule 

March 1, 7pm – Tri-Valley Churches Wednesday evening Lenten service, held at St. Paul’s 

March 5 - No communion 

March 8, 7pm - Tri-Valley Churches Wednesday evening Lenten service, Friedens’ Lutheran 

March 9, 7pm - Bible study 

March 12 - Daylight Savings Time begins at 2am 

March 13, 10am - Prayer Chain 

March 14, 7pm - Consistory 

Acolyte Schedule: 

March 5 – Hayden Dunbar 

March 12 – Bryce Fetterolf 

March 19 – Broc Dreisbach 

March 26 – Emma Brandenberger 
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March 15, 7pm - Tri-Valley Churches Wednesday evening Lenten service, St. James Lutheran 

March 18, 11:30am – Confirmands carpool from church for field trip; meal and class @ Salem afterwards 

March 19 – young people make Lenten pretzels during worship 

March 19, NCC Lenten service, concert, and light refreshments, 3pm @ Salem UCC, Elizabethville 

March 22, 7pm - Tri-Valley Churches Wednesday evening Lenten service, Barry Salem UMC, Ashland 

March 26 - One Great Hour of Sharing Offering dedicated during worship 

March 28, 7pm – Northern Cluster meeting, held at St. Paul's UCC 

March 29, 7pm - Tri-Valley Churches Wednesday evening Lenten service, St. Andrew’s UMC 
April 1, 8:30am - highway cleanup 
 

The Pretzel – a Traditional Food for Lent – Coming to St. Paul’s!  
When early Christians would pray, they would cross their arms and touch each shoulder with 

the opposite hand.  They also fasted very strictly during Lent, making their bread with only 

water, flour, and salt. A monk shaped this in the form of praying arms for children, and the 

pretzel was born.  On March 19, our Sunday School students, working with Kyle and Jonnie  

Matter and others, will make some of these pretzels during Sunday School class, to share with us.  Covid 

precautions will be followed while making the pretzels.  Pretzels will be available after the service.  
 

Lent 2023 –St. Paul’s and Salem 
Our combined-church Maundy Thursday worship with communion will be here on Thursday, April 6, 7pm. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing To Be Dedicated This Month 
On February 26, we began our 2023 OGHS program to help people in need around the 

world and in communities impacted by disasters in the United States through the OGHS 

offering.  Our program will culminate with a dedication of offerings on March 26. 
 

Donations Needed for Easter Egg Hunt 

From now through March 26, the Sunday School is seeking donations of small individually-wrapped 

candies that will fit into plastic eggs.  We will be using them for the children’s Easter Egg Hunt, to be 

held at church on Palm Sunday, April 2, following worship.  All donations are greatly appreciated.  
 

Stations of the Cross 

Throughout Holy Week (April 2-8), you will have the opportunity to spend quiet time 

in meditation.  Borrowing from other Christian traditions, we will have pictures and 

written prayers placed around the sanctuary, depicting scenes from the last 24 hours of 

Jesus’ life.  This meditative environment is particularly appropriate for prayerful use on Good Friday.  (An 

online presentation of the Stations of the Cross will again be provided this year – stay tuned.) 
 

Hourly Prayer Vigil for the Holy Triduum (Maundy Thursday-Holy Saturday): April 6-8 
Again this year, our two churches are partnering in a 48-hour continuous prayer vigil, between Maundy 

Thursday evening and Holy Saturday evening.  Volunteers are asked to sign up for at least a one 45-minute time 

slot (you may also sign up for more than one).  You may come to church to pray in the sanctuary, or pray at 

home.  (If you will be praying at home, please put a * next to your name, just so we know who will be in the 

church building during the vigil.)  Please try to schedule your time so that, between our two churches, we can 

cover all 48 hours.  If you need help scheduling, please contact Pastor Ray. 
 

Looking Ahead . . . Easter Sunday, April 9 
• St. Paul’s Easter Sunday service with communion will be held at 10am. 

• Salem UCC will have a sunrise service at 6am at the Crum Pavilion in Carsonville 

• Salem UCC will have a church service with communion at 8am. 
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SPRING AHEAD! 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks AHEAD 1 hour before you go to bed on Saturday, 

March 11.  Otherwise you’ll be late for church on Sunday, March 12.  
 

Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup – April 1 
On Saturday, April 1, we will meet at church at 8:30am, then hit the road.  A sign-up sheet has 

been placed in the church, so you can let us know how many can volunteer that day.  Remember 

that this program is for our young people (at least 8 years old) as well as adults – cleaning a 3-mile 

stretch of road, and doing a thorough litter patrol several times a year.  (FYI, future dates: June 24 and Sept.16.) 

 

Northern Cluster of Churches – Lenten Concert at 

Salem UCC 
The Northern Cluster of UCC Churches will host a special Lenten 

Concert on Sunday, March 19, 3pm, at Salem UCC.  Men in 

Harmony will share wonderful Christian music with us.  Please join 

us for an uplifting afternoon of music and fellowship.  Light 

refreshments will follow.  The offering will go to the UCC relief 

fund for the earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria.  

 

Lenten Worship Schedule for Tri-Valley Churches 
The theme for 2023 is “Preachers of the Gospel.”  Each guest speaker will talk about a preacher/teacher/Biblical 

person/outstanding Christian who is important to them.  Offerings will go to Samaritan’s Purse, to assist with 

the victims of the recent earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. 
• March 1, 7pm – St. Paul’s UCC, Pastor Mark Rothermel speaking on Zacharias Ursinus 

• March 8, 7pm – Frieden’s Lutheran, Hegins, Pastor Ray Holland speaking on C.S. Lewis 

• March 15, 7pm – St. James Lutheran, Pitman, Pastor Suzanne Elliott speaking on Mother Theresa 

• March 22, 7pm – Barry Salem UMC, Ashland, Pastor Krista Keisling speaking on Fanny Crosby 

• March 29, 7pm – St. Andrew’s UMC, Valley View, Carole Hepler speaking on her chosen topic 

• April 7, noontime – Community Crosswalk devotional, starting at St. Andrew’s UMC 

• April 7, 7pm – Community Good Friday services at Friedens UCC, Hegins; and Christ E&R, Leck Kill. 

 

Darlene I. Stiely Graduate Award 
This award, established by our church in memory of Darlene I. Stiely, is given each year to one or more 

graduating high school seniors who are confirmed members of St. Paul’s, pending completion of the application 

process.  The successful award recipient(s) must demonstrate outstanding commitment to school, church, and 

community.  The award is intended to support the student(s) as they go forth in new directions following 

graduation.  For more information, or to receive an application form, please see Pastor Ray.  All applications 

must be completed and returned to the church by April 1. 

 

Mr. Sticky – SAVE THE DATE! 

April 18, 6-11am. 

Pre-orders and volunteers needed. 

Order forms are available  

in the side room at church. 
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Easter Flower Order Form 
 

 

PRESENTED BY:________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF:__________________________________________________________________ 

IN MEMORY OF:________________________________________________________________ 

ALL ORDERS ARE DUE BY SUNDAY, MARCH 26.  PLEASE GIVE YOUR ORDER TO BONNIE 

DEIBERT, OR CALL HER AT 570-682-8227.  PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “ST. PAUL’S 

UCC.”  FLOWERS WILL BE DELIVERED FROM “FLOWERS AND FRIENDS” (PITMAN) TO THE 

CHURCH ON APRIL 7-8. 

 

Recognizing Our Graduates 
Join us on Sunday, May 28, as we recognize our graduates during worship. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Graduate Recognition Sunday – May 28, 2023 
Do you know any graduates (from high school or from college) whom we should 

recognize this year?  If so, we will have a special dedication for them in June.  But please 

let Pastor Ray know as soon as possible, so we can plan this event. 
 

Name of graduate _________________________________________________________ 
 

Graduating from___________________________________________________________ 
 

If college what degree received 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parents’ names_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Continuing Education – if so where 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Clubs or Activities involved in (FFA, National Honor Society, etc.) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Future plans____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 (please return this form to Pastor Ray as soon as possible) 

FLOWER COST QUANTITY 

6” DAFFODIL 

 

$10.00  

6” TULIP 

 

$10.00 RED PURPLE YELLOW 

6” HYACINTH 

 

$10.00 PINK BLUE WHITE 

6” EASTER LILY 

 

$13.00 WHITE PINK 

HYDRANGEA 

 

$18.50 PINK BLUE 

6” CALLA LILY 

 

$16.50  

10” BULB GARDEN 

 

$30.00 (MIX OF DAFFODILS, HYACINTH, & TULIPS) 
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Treasurer’s Report – January 2023 
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CROP Walk in May 
The Tri-Valley Ministerium will sponsor a CROP Walk on Sunday, April 

30, starting at 2pm.  The fundraiser walk will be held in Pitman – details to 

follow.  Water will be provided for walkers.  If you are interested in 

walking, or sponsoring a walker, please see Angie Brandenberger to sign 

up or sponsor a walker. 

 

Church Yard Sale in June 
Get your “junque” ready!  We will have a church-wide yard sale in the church parking lot on Saturday, June 3.  

Stay tuned for more details. 
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Ongoing Assistance Needed for Chase Coleman 
Please keep Chase and his family in your prayers: for Chase, for healing, patience, and strength; and for his 

family, for strength and comfort.  In addition to prayers, there are two ways we can assist the family with the 

many expenses they will incur: 

1. You can donate online to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/care-for-chase/donate 

2. You can mail or drop off a donation at the Gratz Bank (mention that it is for Chase's fund): Gratz Bank, c/o 

Chase Coleman Medical Expenses, 1625 West Main Street, P.O. Box 816, Valley View, PA  17983 

Cards can be sent to: Chase Coleman, 614 Valley Road, Hegins, PA 17938 

Thank you for any and all the ways you can provide support for Chase and his family. 

 

 

Creating a New Church Directory This Year 
Names, addresses, phone numbers, email, etc. can change a lot over the years.  Back in 2019, we 

created a directory for our church.  We would like to create a new directory, but we need to make 

sure we have all your up-to-date information.  Please fill out the following, and return to Angela  
Brandenberger, our Church Secretary.  This form is also available in the side room at church.  All 

forms are due by April 9. 
 

Adults: 

Last Name:_________________________  First Name:____________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:______________________  Unlisted?  Yes__  No__ 

Cell Phone:________________________ Unlisted?  Yes__  No__ 

Email:____________________________  Birthdate:_____________  Anniversary:_____________  
 

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:______________________  Unlisted?  Yes__  No__ 

Cell Phone:________________________  Unlisted?  Yes__  No__ 

Email:____________________________  Birthdate:_____________  Anniversary:_____________  
 

Children: 

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ Birthdate:__________   

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ Birthdate:__________   

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ Birthdate:__________   

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ Birthdate:__________   

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ Birthdate:__________   

Last Name:__________________________  First Name:____________________ Birthdate:__________   

 

Offering Envelopes and the New Church Directory 
One more favor – please write your phone number on the top of your offering 

envelopes, so we can begin the process of updating the church database.  Thanks!  

Church Policy Regarding Photos Etc. 

The church and/or its representatives may take 

photographs and make video recordings during 

programs. Please advise the church immediately, in 

writing, if you do not wish to appear in any church 
publications. 

 

Current COVID-19 Guidelines for In-Church Services 

Due to changes in mask policy from both the CDC and PA 

DOH, we are no longer requiring masks, but we still 
encourage those who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a 

mask for their own safety, at the same time respecting each 

individual's decision.  Everyone is still welcome to wear a 

mask, if they feel safer doing so. 
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Young People’s Page 
 

     

If you love your kids, please bring them to church.   

If you love your church, please bring your kids. 
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THOSE WHO SERVE IN MARCH 

Altar: Leslie Mayer        Lay Reader: Emily Degnitz 

Newsletter Sponsor: Pat & Larry Miller    Greeters:  n/a   

Financial Assistants:  n/a             Ushers:  n /a  
 

A clipboard with sign-up sheets is located on the table in the side room.  Please volunteer your time to be a greeter, usher, financial 

assistant, altar committee or a newsletter sponsor.  Your help is greatly appreciated every week. There are a lot of empty spaces. 

 

 

PRAY FOR EVERYONE HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD  

BEING AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS 
Alzheimer’s patients All the churches in our area Margaret Wenrich The people of Ukraine 

Victims of abuse Victims of mass-murders & their perpetrators Our nation  

Upper Cheyenne UCC Migrants and Refugees June Miller Carolyn Sargent  
Ann Fay & Kevin Brady Military, Police, First Responders Cancer patients  All caregivers  

Mike Wolfgang Victims of fires/floods/storms Chase Coleman & family Wilma Klinger  

Joan Loveland Racial & justice issues in the U.S. The people of the Middle East World Peace 
Stephanie Lyons American farmers & their families All teachers, students, & staff Bill & Ginger Fishel 

Emily Degnitz All who are affected by COVID Sandy Deibert & Family Paula Dietrich 

Lois Bennick *Dottie Frieling & Family *The people of Turkey & Syria  

 
    

* Indicates a new addition.  Names will be on the list for one month.  If you wish to continue to have a name on 

the prayer list, please contact Ruth Koppenhaver at 570-682-3617 or to add someone to the prayer list.  Please 

remember to notify Pastor Ray if someone is ill or needs a pastoral visit. 

 

03/05/23 Open 

03/12/23 In Memory of Rich Bowman’s 72nd Birthday presented by Pat & Larry Miller 

03/19/23 Open 
03/26/23 Open 
 
The flower chart for 2022 is in the side room.  Please help make our altar beautiful each Sunday.  Flowers can 
be given in honor of someone’s birthday, anniversary or in memory of a loved one. 

 

(Fresh flowers may be ordered from: Dee's Flowers, 22 East Main Street, Tremont 570-695-2269; or 
Flowers & Friends, Ridge Road, Pitman 570-847-5353.) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

If anyone asks you why you do kind acts, tell them, “I am a disciple of Jesus.  I am 

serving him by serving you, because that is what he came to do.” 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY     

 

 
 

3/2    Rebecca Cox   3/2    Joe Ellinger   3/3   Joseph Zimmerman                                                                     

3/4    Lynn Thomas    3/7    Becky Wenrich   3/7    Larry Miller              

3/8    Khloe Koppenhaver  3/10  Brent Hepler                3/11  Ruth Koppenhaver  

3/11  Betty Wiest       3/12  Linda Mayer      3/13  Reese Artz  

3/14  Kenlee Ellinger                          3/20  Brandon Fetterolf     3/22  Cliff Harner                          

3/25  Dolores Wiest    3/30  Pat Stiely              3/31  Kirk Wenrich  

3/31  Kailyn Shoffler 

  

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 
3/18  Mr. & Mrs. Rich Heisler                                                3/18 Mr. & Mrs. Russ Ney 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Red Prayer Bowl at St. Paul’s 
Remember that you can always place your written prayer 

requests in our red prayer bowl, located in the side room.  Our 

Prayer Chain meets monthly to review and pray over all 

requests.  And if YOU feel called to join this prayer ministry – 

perhaps you have the spiritual gift of intercessory prayer – then please let 

Ruth Koppenhaver or Pastor Ray know, and we will be sure to include you 

at the monthly prayer gatherings.  Note: when the group meets and prays over requests, they are added to our 

newsletter’s prayer list, and are removed from the prayer bowl.  Any Military Personnel to pray for?  Do you 

have family or friends serving in the military?  Our Prayer Chain members want to keep them in prayer – 

please let us know.  
 

BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES – the deadline for information for the church bulletin is TUESDAY and 
the deadline for the newsletter is the 20th OF THE MONTH.  You can contact Angie Brandenberger at 570-590-8277 
with your information. 

Staying in Touch with Our Shut-Ins 
Some of our older sisters and brothers in Christ are homebound, or now reside in assisted living or     
convalescent homes.  But we can STILL be in touch with them, and they would LOVE to hear from us.   
A list of our shut-ins is posted in the side room at church, including names and addresses.  Please  
Check it out, and send out some cards. You will be bringing warmth and hope to some old friends. 

And if you know someone we should add to the list, please let us know. 

 

National Suicide  
Prevention Hotline: 

   DIAL 988 
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST              

2300 EAST MAIN STREET                 
SACRAMENTO, PENNSYLVANIA  17968               
                                                                                                                                   
                     
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                

                    MARCH 2023 NEWSLETTER 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      PASTOR                                                                                                      
 Pastor Ray Holland  570-452-0050 
 Email:   rayholland03@gmail.com  or     
  stpaulsucc.sacramento@gmail.com 
 
      ORGANIST/PIANIST  
      Amy Ney 

 
      ASSISTANT CHURCH MUSICIAN 
 Sarah Degnitz 

 
      CHURCH SECRETARY 
  Angela Brandenberger 
 
      ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE   
 Larry Michael 

 
       WORSHIP SERVICE & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
        Sundays, 10:30 am 

 
 

St. Paul’s 

United 

Church 

of Christ 


