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Pastor Ray’s Corner 
 

There’s an old saying – you never appreciate water until the well runs 

dry.  I believe that over the past few months, we have all discovered ―dry 

wells‖ – activities we used to do, places we used to go, items we used to 

purchase.  And there are lots of rules, intended for safety, that nonetheless can be irksome at times. 
 

So many things we took for granted, so many things we miss.  I think one of the most significant 

things I heard a church member say awhile back was, ―I’ll never take going to church for granted 

again.‖  Thankfully, we are once again gathering in church for worship, which is ok for some 

people.  But masks and social distancing, which we need for mutual safety, don’t work for 

everyone.  And some folks are very concerned about going out in public at all.  In short, we have a 

variety of levels of concern, and we need to do our best to respect that, wherever someone is at. 
 

But rather than focus on the dry wells, or even the different views on things, there is much that has 

very gently, subtly, appeared in our lives, that we can celebrate: 
 

1. We have been forced to slow down.  Our crazy hectic schedules came to a screeching halt back 

in mid-March, and even now we are only moving along at a crawl.  Now does anyone really regret 

that?  Does anyone really miss driving all over the place for meetings or errands?  Hasn’t it been 

kind of nice to stay closer to home, and to consolidate errands into fewer trips?  As one church 

member remarked, ―I don’t think God ever intended for us to be as busy as we are.‖  Well then, 

maybe God is using the current circumstances to make us slow down. 
 

2. And when we do slow down, when we both literally and figuratively stop driving ourselves 

crazy, we see from several studies that the environment heals a little bit.  Air pollution and smog 

dissipate, and animals return.  Even noise pollution lessens so that you can hear the sounds of 

nature that have been drowned out for so long by traffic and other human-made noises. 
 

3. And when we are ―stuck‖ at home so much more, we do more home cooking (less fast food), 

and even sit down TOGETHER to have meals.  What a concept! 
 

Friends, while there are important things in our lives and in our community that are currently not 

the way we would like, and while there are very serious health concerns that need to be treated 

with all due respect, it is refreshing to see that there are some positives as well.  So while we are 

all busy staying safe, let us also try to appreciate – and maybe even enjoy – the surprising 

blessings that appear when the world slows down a bit. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 
 

Pastor Ray 
 

BTW, I will be on vacation from August 3 through August 16.  Rev. Nora Foust, Associate Conference Minister 

for Congregational and Ministerial Excellence, will lead worship on Sunday, August 9.  Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, 

our Interim Conference Minister, will lead worship on Sunday, August 16.  Rev. Jeffrey Wagner will cover for 

any pastoral emergencies.  Please contact the church (570-682-9828) if any needs arise. 
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Upcoming St. Paul’s and Wider Church Activities 
PLEASE TREAT EVERY DATE AS TENTATIVE AT THIS TIME. 

WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO NOTIFY EVERYONE IF ANYTHING CHANGES. 
 

Worship – Sundays, 10:30am 

 Large-print bulletins available 

 Busy Bags available in side room for children 

 Sunday School for Children – on break for summer 

 Youth Classes – schedule TBD 

 Choir Rehearsal – on break for summer 

 Handbell Rehearsal – see Amy Ney for schedule 

 July 26 – Dedicate One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

 August 2 – Virtual Galilean Service (at church) with communion 

 August 3-16 – Pastor Ray away/vacation 

 August 9 – Rev. Nora Foust preaching at both churches 

 August 16 – Rev. Carrie Call preaching at both churches 

 August 19, 9:30am – Prayer Chain (different date) 

 August 23, 5pm – Northern Cluster Hymnsing, St. Peter's UCC, Lykens 

 August 29, 9am-3:30pm – Conference Annual Meeting via zoom 
 

Reminder – COVID-19 Guidelines In-Church Services 

Please understand that our Consistory’s primary concern is the safety of our members.  We want people to be able 

to gather for worship and other church-related activities, but we also want to make sure we do everything we can to 

keep everyone healthy and safe.  We have consulted with guidelines from the CDC, PA DOH, and our Penn 

Central Conference, to make the best decisions we can.  We will continue to consult these guidelines as things 

progress throughout the summer.  For now, this primarily means that everyone attending church needs to wear a 

face mask or face shield (except children 2 and under). 
 

We recognize that not everyone sees this pandemic the same way, and perhaps for some, these precautions seem 

excessive.  However, especially given the average age of our members, the Consistory would rather err on the side 

of safety than put someone’s health at risk. 
 

If you are not comfortable with these temporary precautions, either for health reasons or personal reasons, we 

certainly understand.  For now, please continue to join us online, as we will continue to post weekly online 

worship service videos (and audio CDs), although the format and posting time will be slightly different. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and patience. 
 

We Are Air-Conditioned! 
Just a reminder that our sanctuary and side room are now air-conditioned, so don’t let the 

summer heat keep you away! 
 

Sad News 
Longtime member Darwin Stiely went to be with Our Lord on June 29.  A 

private graveside service was held for him.  Please keep Pat and the family in prayer.  

 

Galilean Service Canceled, But… 
Due to concerns about adequate social distancing, this year’s outdoor Galilean Service (August 2), has been 

canceled.  However, we are planning an in-church version instead.  Casual attire and shorts ok. 

  

Acolyte Schedule: 

August 2 – Nathan Brandenberger 

August 9 – Alex Peay 

August 16 – Broc Dreisbach 

August 23 – Emma Brandenberger 

August 30 – Grant Gilbert 
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Your Help Needed for Chase Coleman 
One of St. Paul's youths, Chase Coleman, son of Shawn and Beth Coleman, was involved in a serious diving 

accident on June 24.  The resulting injuries to his spine caused him to lose sensation and mobility from the waist 

down.  He was life-flighted to Geisinger in Danville, where he underwent emergency surgery.  Chase is alert and 

able to talk, but he will be hospitalized for several days, and then will be transferred to Philadelphia for a lengthy 

period of rehabilitation.  Doctors are hopeful for healing in time.  Please keep Chase and his family in your 

prayers: for Chase, for healing, patience, and strength; and for his family, for strength and comfort. 
 

In addition to prayers, there are two ways we can assist the family with the many expenses they will incur: 

1. You can donate online to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/care-for-chase/donate 

2. You can mail or drop off a donation at the Gratz Bank (mention that it is for Chase's fund): Gratz Bank, c/o 

Chase Coleman Medical Expenses, 1625 West Main Street, P.O. Box 816, Valley View, PA  17983 

Cards can be sent to: Chase Coleman, 614 Valley Road, Hegins, PA 17938 

Thank you in advance for any and all the ways you can provide support for Chase and his family. 
 

Church Policy Regarding Photos Etc. 
The church and/or its representatives may take photographs and make video recordings during programs. Please 

advise the church immediately, in writing, if you do not wish to appear in any church publications. 
 

Worship Service CD Recordings Available 
Don’t have internet to see our weekly online worship videos?  How about an AUDIO CD version 

of the worship video – something that you can play on your home CD player?  If you are interested 

in participating in worship by listening to the services, please contact Pastor Ray, and we’ll be glad 

to send you the weekly CD. 
 

Summer Fire Drill Canceled for 2020 
We have enough on our plate for this year, so we are canceling the annual fire drill.  But please remember, in the 

event of a fire or other emergency: 

 Quickly and quietly exit the building through the nearest exit 

 Meet at the far end of the parking lot (do NOT get in your car and/or leave – we need a headcount) 

 Consistory members sweep the building and check all rooms 

 Look for members with mobility issues and assist them 
 

Northern Cluster Hymnsing 
Do you have a favorite hymn, or two, or three?  Then come join us for the annual Northern Cluster Hymn Sing!  

This will be held on Sunday, August 23, at 5pm, at St. Peter’s UCC (Crossroads).  So bring your voice and the joy 

of music!  Different this year: the Northern Cluster will provide all refreshments in individual serving packaging 

(ice cream, chips, water, etc.).  Please DO NOT bring any potluck items, due to COVID-19 concerns.  Thank you 

for understanding. 
 

Vacancies in Harrisburg Association and Penn Central Conference 
At our recent Harrisburg Association Spring Meeting, we discussed several open positions that need willing, caring 

volunteers.  Please see Pastor Ray if you would like to know more about any of these positions. 

Open Conference Positions: 

 Board of Directors, Finance Committee—class of 2023 

 Communications Commission class of 2023 

Open Association Positions: 

 4 Vacancies on Committee on Ministry 

 Association Vice-President – Lay Person 

 Association Treasurer 



4 

 

 

Confirmation Class This Fall? 
For young people in 6th grade or older, we are looking into starting a combined-church 

Confirmation Class this fall.  (Classes will follow health guidelines.)  Please contact Pastor Ray as 

soon as possible to let him know if you have a child/grandchild who would be interested in joining 

this class.  

 

Donations for Upper Dauphin Human Services 

We have an ongoing collection for the Upper Dauphin Human Services 

Clothing Closet (517 Main Street, Lykens): gently-worn/nearly new 

clothing for babies, children, and teen-agers.  Please leave your 

donations in the collection box at church.  

 

Summer Vacation Reminder  

As you travel this summer, don’t forget the church!  Find a place to worship, wherever you 

go; but remember that we still need your weekly offerings here to help support our 

ministries. 

 

Wheelchair Available at Church 

St. Paul’s has a wheelchair located in the side room at church.  This is available for use during 

worship, as well as short-term loan, e.g. if someone needs a wheelchair at home while healing 

from surgery, to get to doctor appointments, etc.  You are welcome to borrow the wheelchair – 

but please use the sign-out sheet (on a clipboard), so we can keep track of it.  Thanks. 

 

Stay in Touch with the UCC 
Want to hear news from around the Conference and around the UCC?  It’s free!  Just subscribe for the 

Conference’s weekly e-news at: 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001mgE3FntyvyeB1nJ1smg2-

3qaGX46QchAfIhUZ9aIWgz3lh3zcesT63IbXAQDaIYJLxmOWq0l4L-rdl4gWsNz3cJL4ks2u3I3 

 

 

Food Collection Program 
We have a collection box in the side room for donations of non-perishable food items and 

paper products.  These items are given to St. John’s UMC Emergency Food Closet, Hegins.  

For the past thirty plus years,  St. John’s has been helping  families in the Tri-Valley area with 

emergency food needs.  Monetary donations will also be accepted in the form of a check made 

out to St. John’s Emergency Food Closet.  Shopping list:  pasta/noodles, spaghetti sauce, 

peanut butter, jelly, canned soups, paper towels, napkins, pancake mix, anything non-

perishable.  For more information, or if you are in need of emergency food, please call the St. John’s Food Closet 

at 570-682-9036 or 570-682-9187.  Since we began our year-round collection in September 2013, we have 

collected 3435 items.  MONETARY DONATIONS to the Food Closet are also needed.  

  

If anyone asks you why you do kind acts, tell them, “I am a disciple of Jesus.  I am 

serving him by serving you, because that is what he came to do.” 

 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001mgE3FntyvyeB1nJ1smg2-3qaGX46QchAfIhUZ9aIWgz3lh3zcesT63IbXAQDaIYJLxmOWq0l4L-rdl4gWsNz3cJL4ks2u3I3
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001mgE3FntyvyeB1nJ1smg2-3qaGX46QchAfIhUZ9aIWgz3lh3zcesT63IbXAQDaIYJLxmOWq0l4L-rdl4gWsNz3cJL4ks2u3I3
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Young People’s Page 

     

If you love your kids, please bring them to church.   

If you love your church, please bring your kids. 
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THOSE WHO SERVE IN AUGUST 

Altar: Pat Miller                                                  Lay Reader:   Kate Fertig 

Newsletter Sponsor:  Brandenberger Family  Greeters:    n/a     

Financial Assistants:                   Ushers:   n/a 
 

A clipboard with sign-up sheets is located on the table in the side room.  Please volunteer your time to be a greeter, usher, financial 

assistant, altar committee or a newsletter sponsor.  Your help is greatly appreciated every week. There are a lot of empty spaces. 

 

 

PRAY FOR EVERYONE HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD  

BEING AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS 
Alzheimer’s patients All the churches in our area Mary Bowman Mark Rissinger 

Victims of abuse Victims of mass-murders & their perpetrators Our nation  

Upper Cheyenne UCC Migrants and Refugees Edna Reed Kathy Dietrich 

Ann Fay Brady Military, Police, First Responders Cancer patients Jensen Barge 

Mike Wolfgang Victims of fires/floods/storms All caregivers  Phil Frieling 

Rev. Jimmie Schwartz Racial & justice issues in the U.S. The people of the Middle East Rev. Curtis Zemencik 

Stephanie Lyons American farmers & their families Doris Shade Kera Spickler  

Ferne Dietrich *Chase Coleman *Family of Darwin Stiely *Naomi Straub 
 
    

* Indicates a new addition.  Names will be on the list for one month.  If you wish to continue to have a name on the 

prayer list please contact Ruth Koppenhaver at 570-682-3617 or to add someone to the prayer list.    Please 

remember to notify Pastor Ray if someone is ill or needs a pastoral visit. 

 

 

07/05/20  on break 
07/12/20  on break 
07/19/20 on break 
07/26/20 on break 
 
 
The flower chart for 2020 is in the side room.  Please help make our altar beautiful each Sunday.  Flowers can be 
given in honor of someone’s birthday, anniversary or in memory of a loved one. 

 
 

(Fresh flowers may be ordered from: Dee's Flowers, 22 East Main Street, Tremont 570-695-2269 or 
Flowers & Friends, Ridge Road, Pitman 570-847-5353.) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY     

 

 
 

8/2 Nathan Brandenberger  8/2        Donna Strohecker    8/2 Dara Miller   

8/3 Brec Koppenhaver   8/4 Conner Ney     8/5 Kim Harner  

8/5 Janet Smith   8/6   Austin Koppenhaver    8/13     Gatlin Aaron Roadcap  

8/14 Brenda Hoffman  8/14 Kera Spickler     8/21 Michael Wolfgang   

8/22 Steve Harner    8/22 Jonene Matter   8/23      Sarah Degnitz    

8/26 Brooke Boud                           8/30 Pat Miller                      8/31 Beth Coleman 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

8/6 Mr. & Mrs. Claus Wiest    8/13  Mr. & Mrs. Larry Klinger        

8/14 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Klinger    8/16 Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Fetterolf        

8/17 Mr. & Mrs. Roy Harner    8/18 Mr. & Mrs. Chris Jury                          

8/29      Mr. & Mrs. Brock Klinger  
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Red Prayer Bowl at St. Paul’s 
Remember that you can always place your written prayer requests 

in our red prayer bowl, located in the side room.  Our Prayer 

Chain meets monthly to review and pray over all requests.  And if 

YOU feel called to join this prayer ministry – perhaps you have 

the spiritual gift of intercessory prayer – then please let Ruth Koppenhaver 

or Pastor Ray know, and we will be sure to include you at the monthly 

prayer gatherings.  Note: when the group meets and prays over requests, they are added to our newsletter’s prayer 

list, and are removed from the prayer bowl.  Any Military Personnel to pray for?  Do you have family or friends 

serving in the military?  Our Prayer Chain members want to keep them in prayer – please let us know.  
 

 

BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER DEADLINES – the deadline for information for the church bulletin is TUESDAY and the 
deadline for the newsletter is the 20th OF THE MONTH.  You can contact Angie Brandenberger at 570-590-8277 with 
your information. 
 
 

 

Staying in Touch with Our Shut-Ins 
Some of our older sisters and brothers in Christ are homebound, or now reside in assisted living or     
convalescent homes.  But we can STILL be in touch with them, and they would LOVE to hear from us.   
A list of our shut-ins is posted in the side room at church, including names and addresses.  Please  
Check it out, and send out some cards. You will be bringing warmth and hope to some old friends. 

And if you know someone we should add to the list, please let us know. 

 

National Suicide  
Prevention Hotline: 

1-800-273-TALK  

(1-800-273-8255)  
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      PASTOR                                                                                                      
 Pastor Ray Holland  570-452-0050 
 Email:   rayholland03@gmail.com  or     
  stpaulsucc.sacramento@gmail.com 
 
      ORGANIST/PIANIST  
      Amy Ney 

 
      CHURCH SECRETARY 
  Angela Brandenberger 
 
      ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE   
 Larry Michaels 

 
       WORSHIP SERVICE & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
       Sundays, 10:30 am 

 

St. Paul’s 

United 

Church 

of Christ 


